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Veg-ing Out in the                 
Landcare  Office  

When the call went out for budding plant 
enthusiasts to brush up on their plant ID 
skills, the Landcare Office was quickly 
inundated with 
calls from willing 
participants so we 
put on two 
workshops (one 
in Grafton and 
the other at 
Wooloweyah).  

The hands on 
workshops, 
attended by 17 
people were run 
by Julie Mousley 
with the aim of 
getting people to 
become more 
familiar with 
recognising different plant parts and using 
the process of keying to arrive at correct 
identification of a plant species. 

When you are working on weed control itôs 
very important to be able to correctly 
identify which is a weed or a local native 
species as some of the plants can look a bit 

alike to the untrained eye, especially when 
they are not flowering. Also, for 
revegetation projects we need to plant the 

right species to 
replace weed 
species in a local 
area so knowing 
what is there in the 
first place is a big 
advantage when 
planning any work.  

The workshops also 
introduced  the 
ótoolsô ....the right 
books to use, people 
and places to go to 
for help in 
identifying plants, 
hand lenses, 
internet websites 

and how to collect a sample for 
identification purposes. We also covered 
information about Endangered Ecological 
Communities that are found in the 
Clarence Valley and had a photo slide 
show of some of the local plants likely to 
be found in the Clarence Valley. 

Following on from the workshop, several 
people expressed an interest in furthering 
their skills with a field day to continue 
their new found enthusiasm for plant ID 
and some have been sending in properly 
collected samples for identification.  

ñ To Julie, Thanks so much for the 
workshop today. Grant and both I 
enjoyed it and we learned a lot. Grant 
went straight over to Spooky Gully 
and dug out a vine ( weed ðyou 
identified) that had been bothering 
him ò  all the best Imelda     

[ 6/03/2010 by email]  

Julie Mousley (left) explaining the finer points of plant     

identification to Natasha Jansons  and Jim Scott 

Marie Howlett, Ros Woodward and Laura & 

Kevin Noble  practice identifying plant samples. 


